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Why do seeds need to disperse?
In order to grow, seeds require sun, 
water, and space. If a seed falls 
directly next to the parent plant, 
the young seed will have to 
compete with the parent plant for 
the necessary resources. So in 
order to reduce competition, they 
relocate in various ways to find 
enough resources to grow. This 
relocation process is called 
DISPERSAL.



What are some types of seed dispersal?

● Wind dispersal
● Water Dispersal
● Animal Dispersal
● Self dispersal



Wind Dispersal

Seeds that are very light and have 
sails (like hairy outgrowth) can be 
carried easily by the wind. These 
seeds can be dispersed over short 
or long distances. Since this is a 
very random process, plants 
produce large amounts of seeds to 
help other seeds have a greater 
chance of landing in favorable 
conditions.

Examples:

● Pines

● Maples

● Ash trees

● Balloon seeds on Willows

● Dandelions

● Milkweed



Water dispersal
Seeds can also be dispersed by water. They have air sacs or buoyant tissue, so 
when these kinds of seeds are being dispersed, they land on water and will be 
carried like a raft across bodies of water like rivers, lakes, swamps, and even 
through rain. 

Examples:

● Cranberries 
● Coconuts
● Mangrove fruits
● Lotus
● Cattail

 



Animal Dispersal 
When seeds are dispersed by animals it means 
that those seeds have been eaten or carried on 
fur, then excreted. Some fruits or nuts are carried 
and stored by birds or small animals to be eaten 
later but germinate and become plants instead. 

Examples:

● Berries 
● Nuts 
● Acorns
● Apples
● Grapes 
● Tomatoes 
● Cockleburr 



Animal dispersal conn.
Externally dispersed:

Seeds that attach to fur, feathers, or 
clothing to be carried away form the 
parent plant. These seeds develop 
attachment aids such as hooks in 
order to be carried.

Ex: Burrs

Internally dispersed:

Seeds that develop within tasty fruits 
can be carried by animals when they 
are eaten and excreted through feces.

Ex: berries



Self dispersal 
Self dispersal is when the seeds or fruit burst or 
explode and are shot out and away from the 
parent plant. Seeds are produced in pods that 
create pressure within as they dry which cause 
them to explode.

Examples:

● Violets
● Lupine
● Beach pea
● Milkweed
● Poppy 
● Impatiens 



Thank you for judging!

Every year we clean up walnuts and 
apples from the yard and disperse 
them throughout the back pasture.  
Here is our load from October 2017.  
We have several small trees growing 
that will hopefully provide fruit for the 
wildlife to eat. 

ANIMAL Dispersal! 
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